
This pamphlet is not an official 
statement of the law and is provided 
for guidance only. The regulations 
summarized here apply to anglers 
who are Northwest Territories (NWT) 
residents, Canadian residents, and 
non-residents. The fishing rights of 
Aboriginal people in the NWT  
are different from other anglers and 

are not described in this pamphlet. 
The Northwest Territories Fishery 
Regulations are made under the 
federal Fisheries Act, both of which 
can be viewed at www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Closures, fishing quotas and size  
limits for fishing in the NWT may 
change during the year. If you are in 
doubt about any regulation contact 

a Fishery Officer or Renewable 
Resource Officer before fishing. For 
more information about Sport Fishing 
in the NWT, visit the Environment and 
Natural Resources (ENR) website at  
www.nwtwildlife.com

Ask yourself if the fire is really necessary.
Build it out of the wind and near water.
Clear all overhanging trees, bushes and grasses.
Dig a ditch around it to mineral soil or bare rock.
Ensure that it is always under control.
Feel its entire perimeter with your bare hands  
before leaving.
Green trees are not for burning. Use dead trees  
for your fire

•	 KEEP A CLEAN CAMP!
	 Elimination of odours is essential.
•	 Look for bear tracks and droppings  
	 before you make a camp.
•	 Do not sleep without a tent.
•	 Maintain areas for cooking, food storage and 		
	 cleaning fish about 200m (240 yds.) away from  
	 sleeping headquarters.
•	 Burn garbage and bury the ashes a distance away  
	 from camp.
•	 Always store unburned garbage or food in  
	 airtight containers.
•	 Ensure you pack out all garbage when you leave so  
	 you do not endanger future campers. This also  
	 helps keep our environment clean.

	 ABCs OF CAMPFIRE SAFETY

BOATING SAFETY:
•	 Make sure your boat is in excellent condition – top up  
	 fluids carefully to ensure you do not spill fuel or oil into  
	 the environment and check for leaks before you head out. 
•	 Ensure that everyone is wearing a Canadian approved  
	 personal floatation device or life jacket that fits properly.
•	 Bring along appropriate safety equipment including:  
	 buoyant throw lines, a bailing can, an extra paddle, a  
	 sound-signaling device, flares or a water-tight flashlight,  
	 and a fire extinguisher.
•	 Do not overload your boat. Ensure you distribute  
	 equipment evenly throughout the boat.
•	 Tell someone where you are going and when you are  
	 expected back.
•	 If the weather is poor, postpone your trip. If you get  
	 caught in a storm on your trip, head to shore and take  
	 shelter quickly.
•	 If your vessel capsizes, hold onto the boat and do not  
	 worry about your gear. 
•	 For more information on boating safety go to  
	 www.boatingsafety.gc.ca

ICE SAFETY:
•	 Always use extra caution and test the thickness of the  
	 ice before you travel on it. 
•	 Right after freeze-up, ice towards the middle of the lake  
	 is thinner than that along the shoreline.
•	 Never assume uniform ice thickness on rivers and lakes.
•	 Drive carefully and slowly over the ice to reduce water  
	 waves under the ice and possible cracking. 

TREATING HYPOTHERMIA:
•	 Cover the victim and protect them from the weather. 
•	 It is not enough to cover the victim, a source of heat is  
	 needed. Donate your own body heat to gradually rewarm  
	 them and raise their body temperature
•	 Handle the victim gently and keep them as still as  
	 possible.
•	 Wet clothes do not need to be removed if you can provide  
	 the victim with good insulation.
•	 If possible, send someone for medical aid.

	 IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION

Government of the Northwest Territories
Environment and Natural Resources
	 Regional Offices
	 Fort Simpson	 (867) 695-7450
	 Fort Smith	 (867) 872-6400
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-7230
	 Norman Wells	 (867) 587-3500
	 Yellowknife	 (867) 873-7184
	

Visit our website www.nwtwildlife.com

Government of Canada
Department of Fisheries and Oceans
	 Office Locations
	 Hay River	 (867) 875-5305
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-7500
	 Yellowknife	 (867) 669-4900

Co-Management Boards
	 Fisheries Joint Management Committee (Inuvialuit)
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-2828
	 Gwich’in Renewable Resource Board
	 Inuvik	 (867) 777-6600
	 Sahtu Renewable Resources Board
	 Tulita	 (867) 588-4040
 

Report-A-Poacher: 	 1-866-762-2437
Forest Fires: 	 1-877-698-3473
Spill Report Line: 	 (867) 920-8130
Marine and Air Search and Rescue: 	 1-800-267-7270
Boating Safety Infoline: 	 1-800-267-6687
Marine Radio Distress Call: 	 Channel 16

 
Record the phone number of the nearest RCMP Emergency 
number before you go. 

	 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

	 BE BEAR AWARE

YOUR SPORT FISHING LICENCE
A Sport Fishing Licence is required by everyone except:
•	 NWT and Canadian residents under the age of 16 or 65 years of age and over, unless fishing  

in an area that requires an additional validation.
•	 Non-resident anglers under the age of 16 who are accompanied by a person holding a valid 

sport fishing licence, unless they are fishing in an area that requires an additional validation.

Northwest Territories  
SPORT FISHING

REGULATIONS GUIDE
Effective April 1st, 2007 to March 31st, 2008

Look inside for important Daily Catch Limit and Possession Limit information, General Regulations  
and information about Additional Validations and Special Management Areas. Keep this guide and  
place it in your tackle box for quick reference while fishing in the NWT. Don’t forget your licence!

RESIDENCY SEASON 3-DAY*

NWT Resident – A Canadian citizen or permanent resident who has resided continuously 
in the NWT for a period of three months immediately preceding the day they began fishing.

$10 Not 
Available

Canadian Resident – A Canadian citizen or permanent resident who normally resides in 
any part of Canada other than the NWT immediately preceding the day they begin to fish. 

$20 $15

Non-Resident – A person other than a NWT Resident or a Canadian Resident. $40 $30

•	 The Federal Goods and Services Tax (6% GST) will be added to all fees.
•	 The number of days available on a licence and related fees are subject to change.  

Please contact vendors for current licence details.
•	 All licences are subject to conditions noted in the “Additional Validations” section.

*	 A 3-day licence is valid for three consecutive days commencing on the date stated on the licence.




